APPENDIX
The fourth one, who felt its tusk, said that it was like a spea
The fifth one, who felt its feet, said that it was a pestle fon be*   ng grain.
The sixth one.   who felt its feet, said that it was like^a mortar for pounding rice.
Each one declared  that his  description of the elephant  was   Jhe correct one. the only correct one.
The   mighty   and   majestic   elephant, which   listened to   t sii
descriptions,    felt sad and humiliated.
It addressed itself to them and said mildly, "Friends, I am sorry foi you. You have not understood me. You have split me up itc small bits according to your limited experience of me. These p rts you discuss are but little portions of the external garmer which I wear. lam all these and much more. You must not qua el You must know me."
They  were   mad with rage.
They threw stones   at   the elephant.
The elephant, without hurting them, left   them quietly    and w nt its way.
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The blind men started   their dispute afresh.
They grew vehement.
They lost  the balance of their mind.
They hurled vile epithets at each other.
They hurt themselves and they hurt each other.
But   they   did   not understand   much   of the elephant.
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So also, the particularists and partisans, sectarians - anc denominationalists. plead for their own conceptions of Go<
Each one writes   a  voluminous  treatise  on   his particular ere d
Each one condemns the treatises of other theologians and denounces them as false and misleading.
They hurt the best in themselves and the best in each other.
But thev do not understand much of God.